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TO:

FROM:

RE:

Fi le 
' f

Lynn  Kunz le r ,  Rec lamat ion  B io log is t  l /
/

Response to  Condi t ion  UMC _817-97- (1) -LK,  Trac t  I I  Lease
MEdITfaaFion, '

,  Utan.

Backg round :

Cond i t i on  UMC 8 I7 .97 - (1 ) -LK  requ i red  Genwa l  Coa l  Company
(CCC)  t o  Deve lop  a  m i t i ga t i on  p l an  accep tab le  t o  t he  U tah  D i v i s i on

o f  l r l i l d l i f e  Resou rces  (bwn )  f  o r  impac t s  t o  w i l d l i f  e  caused  by

impac t s  o f  m in l ng  t o  seeps  and  sp r i ngs .

I n  a  l e t t e r  da ted  March  10 ,  1986  f r om Mr .  John  L i vesay '

D f l lR ,  t o  Mr .  Andy  K ing ,  GCC,  DWR ou t l i ned  m in imum m i t i ga t i on  as

s imp l y  t he  rep t i ceme i i  o f  wa te r  f o r  impac ted  seeps  and  sp r i ngs '

tmpac t s  wou ld  be  deemed  subs tan t i a l  i f  t he  da i l y  f l ow  h ' as  reduced

by  5O% o r  mo Ie .  Th i s  Le t t e r  a l so  p rov ided  t he  ra t i ona le  f o r

rank ing  eve ry  seep  and  sp r i ng  as  c r i t i ca l -  va fue  f o r  w i l d l i f e  '

Response  t o  Cond i t i on :

GCC has  p rov ided  a  m i t i ga t i on  p l an  t ha t  w i l l  r ep lace
wa te r  a t  seeps  and  sp r i ngs  t h rough  t he  use  o f  guzz le r s  ( page?  3 -9

&  3 -9 i l .  f nb  des ign  and  p l aceme i t  o f  guzz le r s  w i l l  be  done  i n

coope ra t i on  w i t h  O [n  and  t he  D i v i s i on .  GCC w i l l  imp lemen t  t h i s

m i t i ga t i on  i f  i t  i s  p l oven  t ha t  m in i ng  ac t i v i t i e s  have  d r i ed  up  a

s ign i f i can t  sp r i ng  i n  t he  a rea .

F ind ings  and  Conc lus i on :

Rep lac ing  wa te r  a t  impac ted  seeps  and  sp r i ngs  by
ins ta l l i ng  guzz le r i ,  t he  number  and  p l acemen t  t o  be  de te rm ined  on

a  s i t e  spec i f  i c  bas i s  i n  consu l t a t i on  w i t h  DV ' /R  and  D0GM i s

accep tab le .  Howeve r ,  conce rn  ex i s t s  i n  t ha t  t he  p l an  does  no t

iOen i i f y  seeps  pe r  se  ,  and  wha t  cons t i t u t es  rd r y i ng  up  a

s ign i f i can t  sp r i ng '  .
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Be fo re  t he  response  t o  s t i pu la t i on  UMC 8 I7 .97 - (1 ) -LK  can

be  cons ide red  adequa te ,  t he  f o l l ow ing  commen t  mus t  be  add ressed :

GCC mus t  i den t i f y  i n  t he  m ine  p l an  t ha t  a l l  seeps
and  sp r i ngs  a re  s i gn i i i can t  t o  w i l d l i f e ,  t ha t  m i t i ga t i on
w i l l  occu i  f o r  a l l  impac ted  seeps  and  sp r i ngs r  - an !  t ha t
a  seep  o r  sp r i ng  w i l l  be  cons ide red  impac ted  i f  t he re  i s

a  50% o r  g rea te r  r educ t i on  i n  no rma l  f l ow '

cc :  Sue  L i nne r
James  Lea the rwood
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